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100 years ago – For almost 10
months, Dan Cupid, the little
god of love, has maintained a
secret of the marriage of Roy
Daniels and Miss Ella Nietzel,
two well known young people
of this city, which was solem-
nized on May 30, 1907, at
Joliet, and which was the cul-
mination of a very pretty
romance. 

75 years ago – Muscatine
banks, closed since March 4
under the provisions of the
state banking holiday,
reopened this morning under
the provisions of the state’s
emergency banking law, pro-
viding the community with the
first banking service to be
available since the statewide
holiday went into effect. 

50 years ago – Muscatine
teenagers will be pretty tough
on themselves regarding con-
duct at the new YMCA youth

center which will open April
7. Class officers from
Muscatine and Hayes
Catholic High Schools have
worked with Melvin Sussex,
YMCA general secretary, in
organization of the youth cen-
ter. 

25 years ago – The U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 9-4,
approved donations to four
organizations totaling nearly
$2,000 when its members met
Monday night. Donations
were given to Muscatine
Community School District,
Sheltered Workshop, Danny’s
Service and the Pilot Club.  

10 years ago – A plan for
turning the soon-to-be vacant
post office on Iowa Avenue
into a state-of-the art, spa-
cious new public library was
unveiled before the city coun-
cil last night

NEW STRAND 
Theatre

SHOWTIMES MAR 14 - MAR 20
FRIDAY 7:30PM

SAT-SUN 5:00 & 7:30PM
MON.-THU. 7:30PM
ADMISSION $4.00

WWW.NEWSTRAND.COM

WEST LIBERTY    319-627-2014

The Muscatine Journal
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Opening our world
Visitors absorb the American experience during their visit to Muscatine

Chelsea Maynard
For the MCC Connection page

MUSCATINE, Iowa — The Open
World Program had the opportunity to
welcome five Russians from Feb. 22
through March 2, in different parts of
Muscatine, to get a better perspective
on U.S. education, government and life
in America. 

The Open World Program, the
Academy for Educational Develop-
ment, and Sister Cities of America
enables emerging leaders from Russia
and other Eurasian countries to experi-
ence America. It gives highly educated
and motivated individuals as well as
head school administrators a chance to

experience the different learning styles
of America. They can then take these
styles back home to their schools, hos-
pitals, and government and teach them
there. Congress established the pro-
gram in 1999.

During the 10-day trip, Open World
participants learned about the roles
and interrelationships of the three dif-
ferent branches and levels of the U.S.
government. Sister Cities International
helps make this organization happen.

John Dabeet is the president of
Muscatine Sister Cities International
and a member of Open World Program.
He had the opportunity to show the
exchange group around Muscatine.

“I am glad they were here. I look
forward to having more groups come,”
said Dabeet.

During their stay here, group mem-
bers lived in with host families in
Muscatine, allowing them to get the
whole experience of living in America.
All their expenses were taken care of
by the Open World Program and
Sisters Cities.

Though the language barrier was a
slight problem, the program offered a
translator. But at home with their
hosts, they depended on their own
understanding of the language.

“It’s a great learning experience for
them, and also for the house host,”

said Dabeet.
During their stay, they also visited

different schools, learned about the
U.S. health care system, met Muscatine
Mayor Richard O’Brien, listened to a
senator speak in Davenport, and met
various city officials and lawmakers.

What they learned here might help
change the way they live in Russia. Not
only was it a busy learning experience,
it also allowed the visitors the opportu-
nity to go to social events, relax, enjoy
different foods, and really get the full
experience of being in America

“They were a great group, very will-
ing to learn and experience,- said
Dabeet.

Financial
help for
nurses,
students
available

DAVENPORT, Iowa — The
Genesis Health Services Foun-
dation is setting aside up to
$50,000 for financial assistance
to Genesis Medical Center,
Davenport nurses and college
students from the Quad-City
area who are pursuing a bac-
calaureate degree in nursing.

The financial assistance will
be made available through the
Foundation’s Gala Nursing
Scholarship program. This is
the sixth year the Gala Nursing
Scholarships are being offered.

The Gala Scholarship pro-
gram will provide five scholar-
ships of $6,000 each to college
students seeking admission to,
or who have been accepted
into, an undergraduate bac-
calaureate program in nursing
at an accredited Iowa or Illinois
college or university in the
region. Scholarships are award-
ed with an agreement to work
full-time at Genesis Medical
Center for two years upon
completion of their degree.

In addition to the scholar-
ships, a portion of the funding
will be dedicated to employed
nurses at Genesis Medical
Center. Ten annual scholar-
ships of up to $2,000 each will
be made available to employed
registered nurses seeking to
attain their bachelor’s degree in
nursing and those with a bach-
elor’s degree in nursing who
are seeking a masters degree in
nursing.

Applications can be found at
the Genesis Health System Web
site at www.genesishealth.com
at the “Medical Scholarships”
rotating ad box on the home
page. Applications can be sub-
mitted online.

Applications for the scholar-
ships are due on or before
Saturday, March 8. For more
information, call the Genesis
Health Services Foundation at
563-421-6864.

The Pine
Creek Grist
Mill in Wild
Cat Den
State Park.
CONTRIBUTED
PHOTO

Mill stars in its own DVD
Project shot with MCC’s cooperation

MUSCATINE, Iowa — The Muscatine Community College
Video Department has recently completed production of a
DVD that showcases the Pine Creek Grist Mill, located at Wild
Cat Den State Park near Muscatine. 

The Friends of the Mill contacted Chad Bishop, the MCC
Video Department’s video specialist, last winter regarding
their desire to produce a promotional video for the Mill. 

The DVD features a look at the history of the mill and the
renovation process. Viewers will also learn about educational
and visitor opportunities.

The mission of the Friends is to restore, operate and main-

tain the mill, and to share the historical significance of the site
through educational programs, public tours, and events.

The Pine Creek Grist Mill is one of the area’s most visited
tourist attraction, so this DVD will be available at the Greater
Muscatine Chamber of Commerce and Industry to encourage
even greater attendance. Operating and maintaining the mill
is an expensive undertaking, so the Friends group is also hop-
ing to be able to use this DVD to generate additional funding
sources through grant applications.

Funding for the video production was provided by the HNI
Corp., the Community Foundation of Greater Muscatine, as
well as by an anonymous donor. Costs that weren’t covered by
the donor support were donated as ‘in-kind’ services by the
Eastern Iowa Community College District.

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP)
— State officials are offering
a Web site geared toward
young Iowans.

GenerationIowa.com is
described as “the one-stop
Web site for everything young
Iowa.’’ It offers everything
from career advice to social
networking.

“For the very first time,
everything young Iowans
want will be in one spot,’’ 
said Iowa Economic
Development Director Mike
Tramontina. “Young people
will be able to connect to
Iowa events, recreation,

careers and each other.’’
The site was launched as

part of the Generation Iowa
Commission’s meeting Friday
at Iowa State University, offi-
cials said.

The commission recently
released a report on how the
state should recruit and keep
young people in Iowa. In the
report, the commission urged
the state to create a Web site
that allows young Iowans to
keep tabs on social events
and career opportunities.

The report also found that
a majority of young Iowans
are actively involved in social

networking Web sites and are
more likely to search for
information online.

“We believe that
GenerationIowa.com will
work to bridge Iowa’s infor-
mation gap, create a positive,
viral word-of-mouth campaign
about Iowa and reframe the
way we all look at our state in
2008,’’ said commission Chair
Kyle Carlson. “This free site
by young Iowans for young
Iowans provides the perfect
outlet for people to rant and
rave about living, working
and having fun in Iowa.’’

GenerationIowa.com

offers social networking,
career advice, job search
databases, links to upcoming
events, festivals, young pro-
fessionals groups and the lat-
est Iowa news. Users can
even create their own virtual
cubicle.

The site also will encour-
age young Iowans to submit
their own photos, upload
their own videos and tell their
own stories.

Even before the launch,
GenerationIowa.com had
attracted almost 400 interest-
ed young Iowans to register
on the site.

Web site geared toward younger Iowans

Phi Theta
Kappa and
chancellor
earn awards

The Beta Zeta Phi chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa has received
the 2007 Pinnacle Award for
increasing membership accept-
ance by at least 10 percent in
2007. In recognition of its
achievement, the chapter
received a complimentary reg-
istration for the International
Convention in Philadelphia,
Penn., April 3-5.

In addition, Pat Keir,
Chancellor of Eastern Iowa
Community College District, has
been awarded the Shirley B.
Gordon Award of Distinction.

Keir was nominated by the
Beta Zeta Phi chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa. This international
award recognizes college
CEO’s for their outstanding
support of Phi Theta Kappa.

Keir will receive her award
before an audience of approxi-
mately 6,000 Phi Theta Kappa
members from throughout the
nation at the Phi Theta Kappa
International Convention in
Philadelphia on Saturday, 
April 5.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Pat Keir, Chancellor of
Eastern Iowa Community
College District

Engineering
workshop
offered

DAVENPORT, Iowa — High
school students who have ever
dreamed of designing, fabricat-
ing and rolling their own rocket
car out of assembly can now
do so in a free workshop spon-
sored by Clinton, Muscatine
and Scott Community Colleges. 

Trained professionals will
be working with students to
show them how to use 3-D
modeling software to design a
7-inch rocket car, evaluate its
aerodynamics and stress points
and print a model in a Rapid
Prototype Machine. 

They will also manufacture a
usable version in a computer
numeric control machine and
race their cars against each
other. Prizes will be awarded for
the best design and fastest car.

Workshops will be held on:
Fridays, April 4 and 18 and May
2 and 16; and on Saturdays,
April 5 and 19 and May 3 and
17, at the Blong Technology
Center, 8500 Hillandale Road,
Daven-port. Friday sessions
meet from 3:30-6:30 p.m. and
the Saturday sessions from 8
a.m.-noon.

The workshop is limited to
30 students and is open to high
school and Clinton, Muscatine
and Scott Community College
students. For more information
or to register, contact Robert
Border, 563-441-4370.

This workshop is sponsored
by a grant from the National
Science Foundation and dona-
tions from the Society of
Manufacturing Engineers.
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