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Vander Plaat’s full-court press
Former candidate forms group, steps up efforts to unseat judges and keep the courts in check
Rod Boshart, Capital Bureau
515-243-7220; rod.boshart@gazcomm.com
DES MOINES – Iowa’s judicial
retention system is “under attack”
and its future may depend upon the
efforts of supporters who want to
keep the courts insulated from political influences, the state’s court
administrator says.
“I certainly don’t think that Iowans
really want to see a judicial branch

that is overrun by campaigns and
how much money people raise,”
said court administrator David
Boyd.
But, he said, that might be
the outcome that’s at stake in
this year’s retention vote as
opponents of what they view
as judicial activism mount an
unprecedented effort to oust three
Iowa Supreme Court justices in Nov. 2
balloting. The judges were part of a

controversial 7-0 decision that
struck down a state law
defining marriage as only
between one man and one
woman.
How the debate will play out
also remains a mystery as outside
forces mix money and message to
morph a normally little-noticed ratification process for the judiciary into a
referendum on same-sex marriage
that is being pulled into the national

spotlight. Another unusual dynamic in
this year’s balloting is the fact that the
targets of the ouster effort are seeking
to maintain their independence by
steering clear of the public discourse.
“We’re not forming campaign committees. We’re not going to become
politicians,” said Iowa Supreme Court
Chief Justice Marsha Ternus.
Ternus, along with Justices
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Following
in history’s
footsteps
■ Before the Civil War divided a
nation, the man who would become
one of its top generals was getting
the lay of Muscatine County’s land

BETH VAN ZANDT/
MUSCATINE JOURNAL

Cynthia Beaudette
563 262-0527 cynthia.beaudette@muscatinejournal.com
WILDCAT DEN STATE PARK, Iowa — Before
Robert E. Lee became a Confederate General in the
Civil War, he used his engineering skills to plat land
in Muscatine County.
The young U.S. Military Academy in West Point
graduate was a supervising engineer for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in the 1830s when he platted the one-time city of Iowa near what is now
Montpelier.
This was one of the surprising facts Muscatine
resident Rick Bierman discovered after anticipation
of a local, celebration of history — Heritage Day —
prompted him to do some research.
The former city of Iowa has a link to the restored
162-year-old Pine Creek grist Mill, a central icon in
the celebration of Heritage Day, scheduled for
Saturday, Sept. 18.
The city of Iowa was situated on Pine Creek, a
tributary of the Mississippi River, near Wildcat Den
State Park.
Heritage Day, coordinated by the Friends of the
Pine Creek Grist Mill and the Friends of Melpine
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CORRECTIONS
The Muscatine Journal strives for accuracy and will promptly
publish corrections when warranted. To report an error, call the
newsroom at 563-263-2331, ext. 535, or toll-free at 1-800-383-3198;
or e-mail to news@muscatinejournal.com. Include your name and
phone number for verification purposes.
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Fran Donelson
of Muscatine
feels fortunate she’s
among those
who can go to
work every
day doing a
job they love.
She serves as
administrative secretary
at City Hall in
Muscatine.

Marilyn Wedel is the Muscatine County chairwoman for the campaign for congressional candidate Mariannette Miller-Meeks, not the county GOP
party. Due to a reporter error, a story on Page 1A in
the Aug. 28 edition wrongly attributed her title,
which belongs to Bob Bahn.
The Muscatine Journal regrets the error.

Gramma really loves her job
■ But that doesn’t
mean retirement
hasn’t crossed her
mind — as long as it
includes lots of time
with the grandkids
Editor’s note: Every Monday, the
Muscatine Journal profiles a local figure
who responds to questions provided by the
Journal.
MUSCATINE, Iowa —
Anyone who visits Muscatine’s
City Hall to see the city administrator will likely be first greeted

by the friendly
She left city
face and voice of
employment in
minutes 1986 to go to
Fran Donelson.
with ...
Fran Donelson
The 54-year
school to study
court reporting,
old mother and
but she returned to her old job at
grandmother serves as the
administrative secretary, provid- City Hall in 1989 and became
administrative secretary in 1996.
ing secretarial services for city
— Charles Potter for the
administrator Gregg Mandsager
Muscatine Journal
and at City Council meetings.
Personal
After working as a newsroom
Name: Fran Donelson
assistant at the Muscatine
Hometown: Tiffin, Ohio
Journal from 1976-84, Donelson
Education: Graduate of Tiffin
began working at City Hall in
Columbian High School;
1984 as finance secretary/city
clerk aid for then city adminisMORE ON DONELSON, PAGE 2A
trator A.J. Johnson.

Muscatine cop facing drug charge
MUSCATINE, Iowa —A
Muscatine police officer
remained in custody Sunday
afternoon at the Muscatine
County Jail after being charged
with having 1.5 ounces of cocaine.
Scott Burk, 47, of 2027 Lucas
St. appeared earlier Sunday
before a judge, who set bond at
$25,000, according a spokesman
at the jail. The spokesman said
Burk would have to post $2,500
in order to be released.
Burk, who has been a police

officer in Muscatine for about 15
years, was arrested at his home
around 3:30 p.m. Saturday. He
was charged with possession of a
controlled substance with intent
to deliver, which is a class C
felony. He was also charged with
a drug-tax stamp violation,
which is a class D felony.
If convicted, he could receive
maximum sentences of up to 10
years and a $50,000 fine and up
to five years and a $7,500 fine on
the respective charges.

Burk’s employment status
with the police department and
other details about the investigation were not immediately
available.
The arrest was the result of an
investigation by the Iowa
Division of Criminal investigation, assistant Muscatine County
Attorney Alan R. Ostergren said.
He said no further information
would be released until today.
—Chris Steinbach of the
Muscatine Journal

