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■ Research indicates that the 
Pine Creek Grist Mill might be the 
oldest operating grist mill west of the
Mississippi still in its original location

Cynthia Beaudette 
of the Muscatine Journal

MUSCATINE, Iowa – For the past 10 years, a
group of dedicated area residents have brought the
158-year-old Pine Creek Grist Mill at Wild Cat Den
State Park in Muscatine into regional focus.

Now, members of the Friends of the Pine Creek
Grist Mill have learned the mill that has captured
their imagination and inspired years of restorative
efforts might also have a place in the national spot-
light

Tom Hanifan, president of Friends of the Pine
Creek Grist Mill, said after a representative from
the Iowa State Historical Society suggested his
group research the national significance of the mill,

he decided to take on the project.
“One of my obsessions has been to find out if

there are any older operating grist mills between
the Mississippi River and the Rockies (mountains),”
said Hanifan, a retired librarian for Muscatine
Community College. “Thanks to the Society for the
Preservation of Old Mills, SPOOM, and the “millpic-
tures.com” Web site, I have an answer.”

Hanifan said SPOOM is comprised of people
who are fans of old mills and people who are
involved in the restoration and interpretation of
those mills.

“This organization is the premier source of infor-
mation,” said Hanifan.

Hanifan, of Muscatine, found  evidence indicat-
ing that Pine Creek, built in 1848 may well be the
oldest known working grist mill between the
Mississippi and the Rockies that is still on its origi-
nal site.

David Metz, vice-president of the Pine Creek

Todd Dorman
Muscatine Journal Capital Bureau

DES MOINES – State officials
who believe Iowa’s schools will
be a critical front line in the
effort to control a possible flu
pandemic are urging local dis-
tricts to prepare for the threat
now.

In Muscatine and Louisa
counties, school officials say rep-
resentatives from their districts
have been invited to attend infor-
mational sessions on a state plan
to slow the spread of a pandemic

illness, presented by the Iowa
Department of Public Health and
the Iowa Department of Educa-
tion on April 24  at area high
schools.

Wendy Sargent, head nurse
for the Muscatine Community
School District, and John
Dotson, superintendent of
Louisa-Muscatine Community
School District, said the informa-
tion will be presented across the
state of Iowa on the Iowa
Communications Network. 

According to a state plan pre-
pared for schools, slowing the

spread of a pandemic could
mean canceling sporting events,
scrapping gym classes and
silencing choir concerts. But
closing down schools should be
a last resort, officials insist.

“It’s really important to get
the message to schools,” said
Nicole Peckumn, risk communi-
cation officer with the Iowa
Department of Public Health.
The agency and the Department
of Education are holding meet-
ings this week and next to brief
school officials on preparedness.

“Reducing the spread of the

virus is really what schools will
be diligently trying to do,”
Peckumn said. “When you think
about it, it can be a daunting
task.”

Pandemic worries have been
sparked by the global spread of
avian influenza. The disease is
expected to eventually reach the
United States, although it has yet
to make the genetic jump to a
pandemic illness passed between
humans.

Local school districts are
being asked to craft prepared-
ness plans that lay out a clear

course of action and a chain of
command. If a pandemic hits,
public health officials predict 15
to 35 percent of Iowa’s popula-
tion would become ill.

And that could push school
officials to make dramatic
changes in an effort to protect
staff and students.

“If we need to shut down
school, we will. I’m going to try
to keep things going,” said Tim
Dugger, superintendent and prin-
cipal in the North Winneshiek
school district north of Decorah.

Schools’ call to arms
In the battle against a flu pandemic, officials will draft Iowa
schools as a critical front line in the effort to control an outbreak

You
WILL
watch
our ad
Company patents
device that would
prevent viewers
from skipping ads

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — In
this era of easy ad skipping with
TiVo-like video recorders, could
television viewers one day be
forced to watch commercials
with a system that prevents
channel switching?

Yes, according to Royal
Philips Electronics. A patent
application with the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office says
researchers of the Netherland-
based consumer electronics
company have created a technol-
ogy that could let broadcasters
freeze a channel during a com-
mercial, so viewers wouldn’t be
able to avoid it.

The pending patent, published
on March 30, says the feature
would be implemented on a pro-
gram-by-program basis. Devices
that could carry the technology
would be a television or a set-
top-box.

Philips acknowledged, howev-
er, that the anti-channel changing
technology might not sit well
with consumers and suggested in
its patent filing that consumers
be allowed to avoid the feature if
they paid broadcasters a fee.

On Wednesday, company offi-
cials issued a statement that
noted the technology also
enables the opposite: allowing
viewers to watch television with-
out advertising. The intention
was never to force viewers to
watch ads against their will, the
company said of the technology.

The company also said it had
no plans to use the technology in
any of its products.

Philips wanted to provide the
technology and seek the patent
only as part of the broader devel-
opments within the industry,
Philips spokesman Andre
Manning said.

It’ll cost you
more to go to
the State Fair

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — It
will cost more to walk the mid-
way with a pork chop on a stick
at this year’s Iowa State Fair.

Fair officials have announced
that admission to this year’s fair
will be $10 for those 12 and over,
up $2 from last year, according to
the fair’s Web site. Fees for chil-
dren will remain the same at $4
for those 6 to 11. Children under
5 will still get in for free.

Fees for campers also will
increase to $270, a $50 increase
from last year.

Fair officials said in an audit
report that the increases are nec-
essary to cover higher wages,
utility rates and costs of enter-
tainment.

Revenue from the fair
dropped about 4 percent last
year. Three days of rain and early
start dates for schools chal-
lenged fair officials, manager
Gary Slater said in a news
release.

Despite the drop, the fair still
attracted more than 1 million vis-
itors for the fourth straight year.

This year’s fair is scheduled
for Aug. 10-20.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Teachers are far more pes-
simistic than parents about get-
ting every student to succeed in
reading and math as boldly
promised by the No Child Left
Behind Act. That’s left a huge
expectations gap between the

two main sets
of adults in
children’s lives.

An AP-AOL
Learning
Services Poll
found nearly
eight in 10 par-
ents are confi-
dent their local
schools will
have students
up to state
standards by

the 2013-14 school year target.
Yet only half of teachers are con-
fident the kids in their schools
will meet that deadline.

The finding underscores a
theme in the poll. Parents and
teachers often disagree on daily
aspects of education, from the
state of discipline to the quality
of high schools.

A major reason is that adults
see the children differently.
Parents tend to focus on their
own children, while teachers
work with dozens of students
from different backgrounds.

“I think the standards are
being applied to everybody indis-

The granddaddy of mills
The Pine Creek Grist Mill, sometime during the late 1950s.

BETH VAN ZANDT/MUSCATINE JOURNAL

The Pine Creek Grist Mill, as it appears today.

Misplaced
confidence
Parents more optimistic about No Child
Left Behind standards than teachers

AP-AOL Learning Services poll of 1,085 
parents and 810 teachers was taken Jan. 
13-23; margin of error for parents ± 3 
percentage points, for teachers ± 3.5 
percentage points; may not equal 100 
percent due to rounding

How confident are you that 
your child’s school/the school 
where you work will meet 
those standards by the 
deadline?

In general, how would you rate 
your state’s current standards 
for reading and math? Are 
those standards …

Too 
harsh

Too 
lenient

About 
right

Re-
fused

Very 
confi-
dent

Some-
what 

confident

Not too 
confi-
dent

Not at 
all confi-

dent

13 54% 31%

2%

20% 64% 15%

1%

37% 41% 16% 5

20% 31% 28% 21%

1% refused

TEACHERS

PARENTS

TEACHERS

PARENTS

Confidence in 
testing standards
Parents are more optimistic than 
teachers that all children will be 
able to meet standards in 
reading and math by 2013-2014 
as promised by the No Child Left 
Behind Act.

SOURCE: AP-AOL Learning Services AP

N O  C H I L D  L E F T  B E H I N D

No child 
left behind

Examining 
the federal 
education 
program

More oon MMill, ppage 22A

More oon CConfidence, ppage 22A

More oon PPandemic, ppage 22A

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ford
Motor Co. said Thursday it
would recall nearly 150,000 Ford
Escape and Mercury Mariner
sport-utility vehicles after the
government and the automaker
reached different conclusions in
safety tests measuring the dri-
ver’s head protection in a crash.

The recall affects some SUVs
from the 2005 model year with-
out side air curtains or moon-
roofs. Ford told the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration that it did not
know of any reported injuries
linked to the recalled vehicles.

In government testing,

NHTSA found that the SUVs had
a head injury score along the dri-
ver’s side roofline near the front
pillar that was marginally above
the maximum allowed under fed-
eral regulations.

Ford conducted its own test-
ing and found “a significant com-
pliance margin,’’ but decided to
conduct the recall “to avoid a
protracted dispute with the
agency,’’ according to an April 3
letter to NHTSA.

Ford said in a statement
Thursday that the recall will
make adjustments to reduce the
stiffness of the energy-absorbing

Product Recalls

Ford recalls nearly
150,000 SUVs

More oon RRecalls, ppage 22A
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April is Keep America Beautiful Month. Now is the
time to make Muscatine beautiful again, so join your
friends, neighbors and City Sanitation crews as we all
work together to get the job done.

City trucks will follow the garbage truck on the regu-
larly scheduled residential routes to pick up all large
items. Place your large, unwanted items at the curb or
alley. (Sorry, items limited to things that two people can
lift; no car bodies, large trees or excessive amounts of
concrete/building materials. There will be a limit of 8 tires
and 4 appliances per address). For children’s safety,
please remove doors from refrigerators and freezers.
Sorry, we can NOT take camper refrigerators or camper
air conditioners.

Yard waste must be in City of Muscatine yard waste
bags. If you have brush, tie it in bundles no larger than
18 inches in diameter and four feet in length.

Please never set your garbage, yard waste, and large
items out any earlier than 4:00 p.m. the day before pick-
up and always have it out by 5:00 a.m. on the day of
pickup.

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTIAL CLEAN-UPS:
The City offers Curbside Service to residents. The

City will remove your large, bulky, unwanted items for
you year round. Advance arrangements must be made
no later than one working day before your regular
garbage pickup day by calling 263-9689.

The City has 2, 3, and 4 cubic yard containers avail-
able for rent for your individual residential cleanups.
There are certain items such as construction material,
yard waste, car parts, etc. that can not be put in dump-
sters. If you would like more information about the dump-
ster program, call the Muscatine Recycling Center and
Transfer Station at 263-9689.

Spring
Clean-Up Week

APRIL 24-28, 2006

MUSCATINE’S BEAUTY IS 
EVERYONE’S DUTY. LET’S WORK

TOGETHER TO GET THE JOB DONE.

City of Muscatine

Bradley Soule
2638 Canterbury Rd.
Muscatine Ia. 52761
563-264-2215
Bradley.L.Soule@mwarep.org

Kyle Lackey
PO Box 1191
Muscatine Ia. 52761
563-571-0419
Kyle.E.Lackey@mwarep.org
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More Smiles per Gallon! WE OFFER THE LATEST TECHNOLOGIES
IN HEARING HEALTHCARE:
- Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
- Hearing Aids: Conventional, 

Digitial and Open Ear Fitting
- Assistive Listening Devices

Amplified Phones, TV Ears

AUDIOLOGY 
CONSULTANTS

www.audiologyconsultants.com
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(563)355-7712

608 35th Avenue, 
Moline, IL 

(309)762-2497
Also located in Muscatine, Geneseo and Galesburg

Sounds you live by should not be sounds you live without!

Dugger took part in a state
pandemic briefing Monday. He’s
committed to putting together a
response plan, but Dugger said
he’s uncertain what his staff and
students will be responding to.

“It’s like a moving target. You
just don’t know what to expect
from this,” Dugger said.

According to the state’s pan-
demic planning guide for
schools, local leaders may be
forced to cancel sporting events
and other large-group activities
that draw crowds. Courses and

activities that bring students into
close proximity may be
scrapped, including physical edu-
cation and chorus.

School administrators will
have to consider how closely
desks are arranged and how
often common areas are cleaned
and disinfected. Class and bus
schedules may need to be shuf-
fled so fewer students are gath-
ered together at one time.

Employees may be prohibited
from sharing telephones and stu-
dents could be barred from con-
gregating between classes.

But closing schools, state offi-
cials insist, should be avoided.
The goal is to keep educating stu-
dents, even if that means using

the Internet or local radio and tel-
evision to deliver coursework.

Sargent said she has been
asked to sit on a city committee
addressing the way the communi-
ty would respond to a flu pan-

demic. A date for the first meeting
hasn’t been set yet, Sargent said.

— Cynthia Beaudette and

Melissa Regennitter of the

Muscatine Journal contributed

to this report.

What Iowa Public Health officials
expect
■ Over a several month period, ill-
ness rates in Iowa’s population would
range from 15 to 35 percent.
■ It would take three months for the
pandemic to spread globally
■ It would take six months for vac-
cine availability after the initial out-
break
■ Anti-viral treatments likely would be
in short supply and may not be effec-

tive.
■ Large percentages of the popula-
tion may be unable to work for days
or weeks during a pandemic.
■ Emergency and essential services
– fire, police, and medical could be
diminished.
■ Schools hit with a large number of
staff and student illnesses could be
forced to close.

— Source: Iowa Department 
of Public Health

Pandemic
Continued from page 1A

criminately, without regard to
their abilities,’’ said Steve
Peterson of Knoxville, Ill., who
has been teaching for 31 years.

“Schools in general,’’ he said,
“are not going to be able to meet
the standards.’’

The federal law does not set
math and reading standards.
States decide what is taught and
what it means to be proficient.
But the law does demand regu-
lar testing and yearly improve-
ment by schools, all aimed at
getting 100 percent of children
to do grade-level work.

If teachers themselves are
skeptical about the goal, it may
make the job even harder.

President Bush says it is big-
otry to expect less of some stu-
dents, particularly if race is a
factor. As he said at the White
House in 2004: “We believe

every child can learn. We want
to know if every child can read
and write and add and subtract
early, before it’s too late.’’

Many teachers say the senti-
ment is right, but incomplete, or
even naive.

Some students come to
school way behind their peers.
They may not have good
English skills, or study habits,
or parents to reinforce lessons
at home. The law says schools
must overcome that.

Sara Jane Cross, a 75-year-old
kindergarten teacher in St.
Petersburg, Fla., knows that
some students come from homes
in which education is a priority.
Yet their classmates do not.

“You don’t know who you’re
going to get in a classroom —
what type of child, what kind of
home,’’ Cross said. “You can’t
expect them to keep up with
children who come from fine
homes.’’

For now, the law focuses

only on the building-block sub-
jects of reading and math.
Schools must test children in
those subjects in grades three to
eight and once in grades 10 to
12.

On that front, many parents
and teachers agree, and they
aren’t happy. In their view,
schools have had to narrow
their focus, excluding other sub-
jects and creative learning.

“Virtually every parent I
know feels the schools are edu-
cating to the two subjects they

are testing,’’ said Mitchell Stiers,
a father of three children in
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

The AP-AOL Learning
Services Poll of 1,085 parents
and 810 teachers of children in
kindergarten through 12th grade
was conducted online Jan. 13-23
by Knowledge Networks after
respondents were initially con-
tacted by using traditional tele-
phone polling. The margin of
sampling error is plus or minus
3 percentage points for parents,
3.5 points for teachers.

The survey also found:
■ 64 percent of teachers say their
state standards in reading and math
are about right. Most parents agreed.
But parents were also twice as likely
as teachers — 31 percent to 15 per-
cent — to say current standards are
too lenient.
■ Parents with college degrees and
higher salaries were more optimistic
about their school children’s chances

for success than parents with less
money and less education.
■ Minority teachers were slightly
more likely to be confident that their
school would meet math and reading
standards than white teachers were.
But there was no difference in the
confidence level of minority parents
and white parents when it came to
student expectations.

By The NumbersConfidence
Continued from page 1A

Grist Mill, said this finding could
be an asset in the future restora-
tion and preservation of the mill. 

“This certainly shows what a
unique historical treasure the
Pine Creek Grist Mill is on a
regional basis as well as a local
basis,” said Metz, of Muscatine.
“We think it will be helpful in
qualifying for grants.”

Hanifan conducted extensive
research on some mills
described in different historical
documentation, but found little
information. 

“My assumption is that these
mills no longer exist in opera-
tional form,” he said. “A huge
problem with the SPOOM list is
that critical information is not
available on many mills, whether
they still exist, when they were
built and if they grind.” 

Hanifan also used the Internet
search engine, Google, and his

own materials for research. 
He said there is a possibility

that two mills built in Kansas in
1831 and 1847 exist, but he found
very little information on those
sites.

However, “Missouri is a chal-
lenge,” Hanifan said.
“MillPictures.com” lists 69 mills
and many of them have no
known date.”

Hanifan said an interpreter at
Bolinger Mill in Missouri told him
most mills in the South were
destroyed during the Civil War. 

“The assumption is that the
undated mills were built after the
war,” said Hanifan. 

Hanifan said he’s seen many
photos of Missouri mills in vari-
ous states of deterioration during
his Web search.

“Obviously those don’t work,”
he said. “Some old Missouri mills
worked until the last 20-30 years.
Some may be operating today as
feed mills.”

Jolly Mill, in Missouri, built in
1848, has some exterior restora-

tion and possibly some interior
work, Hanifan said. But
“MillPictures.com” visited it in
2002 and it was not working at
that time. 

Hanifan said the best candi-
date for oldest working mill from
the Mississippi to the Rockies is
Hulston Mill in Missouri, which
was built in 1840. But that mill is
not on its original site. It is now
in a county park and was
restored to operation in 2003.

Metz, a retired wine-making
consultant, is including the infor-
mation about Pine Creek Grist
Mill’s historical significance in

his new book, “The Story of Pine
Creek Grist Mill.” Metz began
working on the book about a
year ago and has four chapters to
finish. He plans to have it ready
for sale by the end of the sum-
mer. 

The Pine Creek Grist Mill is
currently closed, but Hanifan
said it will open for the season
from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 3 and will be open to the
public through September from
12:30-4:30 p.m., Wednesday-
Sunday.

Contact Cynthia Beaudette at 563 263-2331 ext.
323 or cynthia.beaudette@muscatinejournal.com

Visit the Pine Creek Grist Mill Web
site at:
http://www.pinecreekgristmill.com/
How to help
Donations for Pine Creek Grist Mill
restoration and operation can be sent
to:
■ Community Foundation of Greater
Muscatine, 208 W. Second St., Suite
11, Muscatine, IA 52761; make
checks payable to Pine Creek Grist

Mill/Community Foundation Account;
stock and in-kind donations also are
accepted (all donations can be anony-
mous via this route); call 563-264-
3863 for more information.
Or ...
■ Tom Hanifan, 1226 Vista Court,
Muscatine, IA, 52761
Call Hanifan at 563-263-4818 for
more information.
Donations are tax deductible.

DetailsMill
Continued from page 1A

foam in the affected area.
Ford spokeswoman Kristen

Kinley noted that the regulation
allows many different test setups,
and the one chosen by NHTSA

was differ-
ent than the
setup select-
ed by Ford.
Kinley said

the automaker chose the test
setup that it felt was the “worst-
case scenario.’’

Ford said it encourages all
drivers and passengers to wear
seat belts and “a belted occupant
is not likely to contact the area of
the vehicle that is in question.’’

The Escape and Mariner are
built on the same platforms and
considered corporate twins.
Nearly 132,000 of the vehicles are
in the United States and more
than 15,000 are located in
Canada.

Owners will be notified of the
recall by mail by late May. They
can also call Ford at 800-392-3673
or their local dealership to learn
whether their vehicles are subject
to the recall.

The following recalls have

also been announced:

Candle holders
About 5,300 egg-shaped can-

dle holders, imported by
Nordstrom, Inc., because the can-
dle holder is constructed of plas-
tic and could ignite if exposed to
flame, posing a fire hazard.
Nordstrom has received one
reported incident involving the
holder igniting. Minimal smoke
damage occurred. No injuries
have been reported.

The recalled product is an
egg-shaped tea light candle hold-
er sold under style numbers
2C0755A, 2C0755B and 2C0755C
and in colors sky blue, pool blue
and lavender. Both the style num-
ber and the color are listed on a
sticker at the bottom of the can-
dle holder.

They were sold at Nordstrom
stores nationwide from February
2005 through July 2005.

Consumers should stop using
the candle holders and return
them. For more information call
800-695-8000, e-mail
contact@nordstrom.com or visit
www.cpsc.gov.

Hair dryers
About 4,000 Eursonic hair dry-

ers, imported by Saroj
International Inc. of Vernon,
Calif., because the power cord
does not have an immersion pro-
tection plug, raising the potential
for a user to receive a shock or
be electrocuted if the hair dryer
falls into water. No reports of
injury have been received. The
recalled red dryers bear the
model number 9318, 9329 or
2218. Retail stores nationwide
sold the product from May 2003
through December 2004. For
more information, call the com-
pany at 323-277-1056 or visit
http://www.cpsc.gov

Anchors
About 4,100 camming

anchors, used in climbing, manu-
factured by Colorado Custom
Hardware Inc., because the
cables that support climbers
using the devices can fail, caus-
ing them to fall. CCH Inc. has
received one report of an anchor
cable failing a climber during use.
No injuries have been reported.

The units are marked with a
small center punch dimple at the
base of the round ball where the
axle goes through the cable eye.
They have production dates from
November 2004, written as 1104,
through December 2005, written
as 1205. The dates are on the bot-
tom of the handle puller.

They were sold at climbing
stores nationwide and through
Web retailers from November
2004 through December 2005.

Consumers should stop using
the devices. For more informa-
tion call 800-776-9185 or visit
www.aliencamsbycch.com or
www.cpsc.gov.

Flu Pandemic

Online
Ford Motor Co.:
http://www.ford.com

Recalls
Continued from page 1A

Find out what’s stewin’ in Brenda Hughes’ “Family Burgoo”
... Wednesdays  in your Muscatine Journal
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