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DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) —
Two former Iowa governors rec-
ommended Wednesday that Iowa
impose universal health insur-
ance coverage by requiring indi-
viduals or businesses to pur-
chase policies.

Ex-Govs. Terry Branstad and
Tom Vilsack told a legislative
commission that the system

could provide incentives for
screenings, wellness and preven-
tive measures designed to head
off medical emergencies that
drive up costs and insurance
rates.

“Right now you don’t have to
buy insurance in Iowa. You don’t
have to have it,’’ Vilsack said. “If
you want universal coverage, at

some place somehow, you’re
going to have to require it. Either
the companies provide it for the
employees or individuals on their
own are required to purchase it,
and there is some kind of mecha-
nism that compels that to hap-
pen.’’

The former governors con-
ducted three public hearings

around Iowa to gather ideas to
present to the legislative panel.

They told lawmakers that uni-
versal health care will only occur
in Iowa if there is collaboration
and compromise among the vari-
ous stakeholders in the industry.

State Sen. Jack Hatch, D-Des
Moines, the commission’s co-

chairman, said the panel will
craft recommendations for the
Legislature to consider during
the 2008 session.

Branstad said Iowa lawmak-
ers should forge ahead with their
own proposals and not wait on
the federal government. He
noted there was hope for a feder-
al solution in 1993 and it’s now

14 years later with still no action.
Vilsack said states have

pushed for waivers in areas such
as welfare reform and other cost-
containment areas that eventual-
ly forced federal action. He said
a similar effort likely will be
needed to prompt health care
reforms nationally.

Proposing universal health care

Melissa Regennitter
of the Muscatine Journal 

MUSCATINE, Iowa — The
Jaws of Life can peel a wrecked
car open like a tin can and the
sofa in your home can burn in a
matter of minutes if your house
catches fire. But have you ever
had the chance to see those
things first-hand?

You’d probably hope you
never have to, but this weekend
the Muscatine Fire Department

will hold an open house to
spread awareness as a followup
to Fire Safety Week, Oct. 7-13.
The public will see where fire-
fighter-paramedics work and
how they prepare for disasters. 

Rhonda Theobald, a
Muscatine firefighter-para-
medic, said it’s been several
years since the department has
held such an event and those

who attend should learn lots of
interesting information and
meet the station’s fire arson
dog, Jetta.

“Jetta goes in usually after a
fire. She’s trained to check for
accelerants,” Theobald said.

Jetta is a German shepherd
that lives with Assistant Fire
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Muscatine Fire Department Asst. Chief Garry Lee and arson dog, Jetta, check out the burn cell just outside the Public
Safety Building in Muscatine. A burn cell demonstration will take place Sunday afternoon during the open house. The
burn cell is a mock room in a confined space with furniture inside that officials will set fire to and then extinguish to
show how fast a sofa can burn.

Learn fire safety, meet
Jetta the fire arson dog

NEW YORK (AP) —
Employers have begun to discov-
er troubling racial differences
within their 401(k) retirement
plans, a gap they say could leave
today’s black workers far less
financially prepared for retire-
ment than whites.

Investor surveys and research
by two large employers strongly
suggest that blacks participate in
retirement plans at far lower
rates and are much less likely
than whites to invest in the stock
market. An industrywide study of
401(k) plan activity by race has
never been conducted.

Exelon Corp., the country’s
largest operator of nuclear
power plants, discovered this
year that about 15 out of every
100 black employees did not par-
ticipate in its 401(k) plan, com-
pared with around 10 of every
100 whites. It also found that one
in three black employees con-
tributed less than 5 percent of
their pay to the plan, compared
to just 14 percent of whites.

“We have to start addressing

Black’s retirement
security at risk

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Republican Sam Brownback said
Wednesday he will drop out of
the race for president if he fin-
ishes lower than fourth place in
the Iowa caucuses.

The Kansas senator previous-
ly had said he would consider
ending his campaign for the GOP
nomination if he could not finish
in the top four.

Brownback made the com-
ments while fielding questions in
a live Internet discussion on
washingtonpost.com.

In response to a questioner
who asked whether Brownback
planned to end his bid if he
places outside the top four con-
tenders, Brownback said, “That
is correct. I need to finish in that
group to move on forward.’’

A poll conducted for The Des
Moines Register earlier this
month shows Brownback in sev-
enth place and drawing support
from just 2 percent of
Republicans surveyed.

The poll shows former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney
leading the race with 29 percent,
followed by former Tennessee
Sen. Fred Thompson, Arkansas
Gov. Mike Huckabee and former
New York City Mayor

Rudy Giuliani.
Brownback said he remains

hopeful that he can break into
the top tier of candidates before
the January caucuses.

“The Republican side of the
field is unsettled,’’ Brownback
said. “It is not determined who
will be our nominee — far from
it.’’

Brownback has spent more
than a year courting Iowa’s reli-
gious conservatives with his
strong anti-abortion message and
a pledge to “rebuild the family
and renew the culture.’’ Recently,
he has focused more attention
on his foreign policy credentials.

This Friday, Brownback will
make an unusual campaign
appearance in Iowa with
Delaware Sen. Joe Biden, a long-
shot Democratic presidential
candidate, to promote their plan
to divide Iraq up into three semi-
autonomous regions — for the
Kurds, Sunni and Shiite groups
— with a decentralized federal
government.

The measure passed the
Senate last month on a 75-23
vote, and Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani endorsed the proposal
last week.

Less than 4th-place
in Iowa will end
Brownback’s campaign

Cynthia Beaudette
of the Muscatine Journal

MUSCATINE, Iowa — When
the shafts and cranks
at the 159-year-old
Pine Creek Grist Mill
began turning, grind-
ing out pulverized
grains and bright yel-
low meal, visitors’
faces take on expres-
sions of youthful
amazement and nostal-
gic appreciation.

For the dedicated
Friends of the Pine
Creek Grist Mill, the joy
this restored Muscatine
County icon brings oth-
ers may be a reward in
itself.

But recognition and
appreciation for their work has

gone far beyond Muscatine
County. 

The Friends of the Pine Creek
Grist Mill, a non-
profit organiza-
tion, was award-
ed a 2007
President’s
Award from the
National
Association of
State Park
Directors in
Williamsburg,
Va., Sept.  6. 

“We have
received local
and state
awards
before,” said
Tom Hanifan,
president of

Pine Creek Grist Mill wins national award

Former govs. recommend Iowa require individuals, businesses purchase policies
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Tom Hanifan, President of the Friends of the Pine Creek Grist
Mill, holds the President’s Award he and his fellow volunteers
were given by the National Association of State Park
Directors. The Friends are shown here at the Friends’ annual
Heritage Day celebration at Wild Cat Den State Park in
September. Pictured are, left to right, Friends, Scott Gibbs,
Dave Metz, Department of Natural Resources chief of Iowa
State Parks Kevin Szcodronski, and Friends Ken Hyman,
Agnes Digney, Mitch White, Dale Awbrey and Bob DeLong.  
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This is a closeup of the

award presented at the

the Grist Mill.

Public will see where fire-paramedics work, how they prepare for disasters
Details

What: Muscatine Fire Department
Open House
When: noon-5 p.m., Sunday,
Oct. 14.
Where: The Muscatine Public Safety
Building, 312 E. Fifth St.

More oon SSafety, ppage 22A

More oon AAward, ppage 22A

A new survey on saving and 
investing habits among higher 
income blacks and whites 
shows that about 40 percent 
of blacks have no money in 
stocks, compared to about 25 
percent of whites.

Do you personally, or with a 
spouse, have money invested 
in the stock market right now, 
either in individual stocks or 
in a mutual fund?

57%
76

What do you believe is 
the best investment?

45%
34

Real estate

21%
31

Mutual funds

What is the most important 
goal in saving or investing?
Retirement

40%
56

SOURCE: The Ariel-Schwab 
Black Investor Survey, 2007

AP

NOTE: Survey conducted among 
households earning $50,000 or more; 
4.5 percent margin of error. 

Blacks Whites

Employers find
racial divisions
in 401(k) plans

More oon RRetirement, ppage 22A




