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■ Research indicates that the 
Pine Creek Grist Mill might be the 
oldest operating grist mill west of the
Mississippi still in its original location

Cynthia Beaudette 
of the Muscatine Journal

MUSCATINE, Iowa – For the past 10 years, a
group of dedicated area residents have brought the
158-year-old Pine Creek Grist Mill at Wild Cat Den
State Park in Muscatine into regional focus.

Now, members of the Friends of the Pine Creek
Grist Mill have learned the mill that has captured
their imagination and inspired years of restorative
efforts might also have a place in the national spot-
light

Tom Hanifan, president of Friends of the Pine
Creek Grist Mill, said after a representative from
the Iowa State Historical Society suggested his
group research the national significance of the mill,

he decided to take on the project.
“One of my obsessions has been to find out if

there are any older operating grist mills between
the Mississippi River and the Rockies (mountains),”
said Hanifan, a retired librarian for Muscatine
Community College. “Thanks to the Society for the
Preservation of Old Mills, SPOOM, and the “millpic-
tures.com” Web site, I have an answer.”

Hanifan said SPOOM is comprised of people
who are fans of old mills and people who are
involved in the restoration and interpretation of
those mills.

“This organization is the premier source of infor-
mation,” said Hanifan.

Hanifan, of Muscatine, found  evidence indicat-
ing that Pine Creek, built in 1848 may well be the
oldest known working grist mill between the
Mississippi and the Rockies that is still on its origi-
nal site.

David Metz, vice-president of the Pine Creek

Todd Dorman
Muscatine Journal Capital Bureau

DES MOINES – State officials
who believe Iowa’s schools will
be a critical front line in the
effort to control a possible flu
pandemic are urging local dis-
tricts to prepare for the threat
now.

In Muscatine and Louisa
counties, school officials say rep-
resentatives from their districts
have been invited to attend infor-
mational sessions on a state plan
to slow the spread of a pandemic

illness, presented by the Iowa
Department of Public Health and
the Iowa Department of Educa-
tion on April 24  at area high
schools.

Wendy Sargent, head nurse
for the Muscatine Community
School District, and John
Dotson, superintendent of
Louisa-Muscatine Community
School District, said the informa-
tion will be presented across the
state of Iowa on the Iowa
Communications Network. 

According to a state plan pre-
pared for schools, slowing the

spread of a pandemic could
mean canceling sporting events,
scrapping gym classes and
silencing choir concerts. But
closing down schools should be
a last resort, officials insist.

“It’s really important to get
the message to schools,” said
Nicole Peckumn, risk communi-
cation officer with the Iowa
Department of Public Health.
The agency and the Department
of Education are holding meet-
ings this week and next to brief
school officials on preparedness.

“Reducing the spread of the

virus is really what schools will
be diligently trying to do,”
Peckumn said. “When you think
about it, it can be a daunting
task.”

Pandemic worries have been
sparked by the global spread of
avian influenza. The disease is
expected to eventually reach the
United States, although it has yet
to make the genetic jump to a
pandemic illness passed between
humans.

Local school districts are
being asked to craft prepared-
ness plans that lay out a clear

course of action and a chain of
command. If a pandemic hits,
public health officials predict 15
to 35 percent of Iowa’s popula-
tion would become ill.

And that could push school
officials to make dramatic
changes in an effort to protect
staff and students.

“If we need to shut down
school, we will. I’m going to try
to keep things going,” said Tim
Dugger, superintendent and prin-
cipal in the North Winneshiek
school district north of Decorah.

Schools’ call to arms
In the battle against a flu pandemic, officials will draft Iowa
schools as a critical front line in the effort to control an outbreak

You
WILL
watch
our ad
Company patents
device that would
prevent viewers
from skipping ads

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — In
this era of easy ad skipping with
TiVo-like video recorders, could
television viewers one day be
forced to watch commercials
with a system that prevents
channel switching?

Yes, according to Royal
Philips Electronics. A patent
application with the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office says
researchers of the Netherland-
based consumer electronics
company have created a technol-
ogy that could let broadcasters
freeze a channel during a com-
mercial, so viewers wouldn’t be
able to avoid it.

The pending patent, published
on March 30, says the feature
would be implemented on a pro-
gram-by-program basis. Devices
that could carry the technology
would be a television or a set-
top-box.

Philips acknowledged, howev-
er, that the anti-channel changing
technology might not sit well
with consumers and suggested in
its patent filing that consumers
be allowed to avoid the feature if
they paid broadcasters a fee.

On Wednesday, company offi-
cials issued a statement that
noted the technology also
enables the opposite: allowing
viewers to watch television with-
out advertising. The intention
was never to force viewers to
watch ads against their will, the
company said of the technology.

The company also said it had
no plans to use the technology in
any of its products.

Philips wanted to provide the
technology and seek the patent
only as part of the broader devel-
opments within the industry,
Philips spokesman Andre
Manning said.

It’ll cost you
more to go to
the State Fair

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — It
will cost more to walk the mid-
way with a pork chop on a stick
at this year’s Iowa State Fair.

Fair officials have announced
that admission to this year’s fair
will be $10 for those 12 and over,
up $2 from last year, according to
the fair’s Web site. Fees for chil-
dren will remain the same at $4
for those 6 to 11. Children under
5 will still get in for free.

Fees for campers also will
increase to $270, a $50 increase
from last year.

Fair officials said in an audit
report that the increases are nec-
essary to cover higher wages,
utility rates and costs of enter-
tainment.

Revenue from the fair
dropped about 4 percent last
year. Three days of rain and early
start dates for schools chal-
lenged fair officials, manager
Gary Slater said in a news
release.

Despite the drop, the fair still
attracted more than 1 million vis-
itors for the fourth straight year.

This year’s fair is scheduled
for Aug. 10-20.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Teachers are far more pes-
simistic than parents about get-
ting every student to succeed in
reading and math as boldly
promised by the No Child Left
Behind Act. That’s left a huge
expectations gap between the

two main sets
of adults in
children’s lives.

An AP-AOL
Learning
Services Poll
found nearly
eight in 10 par-
ents are confi-
dent their local
schools will
have students
up to state
standards by

the 2013-14 school year target.
Yet only half of teachers are con-
fident the kids in their schools
will meet that deadline.

The finding underscores a
theme in the poll. Parents and
teachers often disagree on daily
aspects of education, from the
state of discipline to the quality
of high schools.

A major reason is that adults
see the children differently.
Parents tend to focus on their
own children, while teachers
work with dozens of students
from different backgrounds.

“I think the standards are
being applied to everybody indis-

The granddaddy of mills
The Pine Creek Grist Mill, sometime during the late 1950s.

BETH VAN ZANDT/MUSCATINE JOURNAL

The Pine Creek Grist Mill, as it appears today.

Misplaced
confidence
Parents more optimistic about No Child
Left Behind standards than teachers

AP-AOL Learning Services poll of 1,085 
parents and 810 teachers was taken Jan. 
13-23; margin of error for parents ± 3 
percentage points, for teachers ± 3.5 
percentage points; may not equal 100 
percent due to rounding

How confident are you that 
your child’s school/the school 
where you work will meet 
those standards by the 
deadline?

In general, how would you rate 
your state’s current standards 
for reading and math? Are 
those standards …

Too 
harsh

Too 
lenient

About 
right

Re-
fused

Very 
confi-
dent

Some-
what 

confident

Not too 
confi-
dent

Not at 
all confi-

dent

13 54% 31%

2%

20% 64% 15%

1%

37% 41% 16% 5

20% 31% 28% 21%

1% refused

TEACHERS

PARENTS

TEACHERS

PARENTS

Confidence in 
testing standards
Parents are more optimistic than 
teachers that all children will be 
able to meet standards in 
reading and math by 2013-2014 
as promised by the No Child Left 
Behind Act.

SOURCE: AP-AOL Learning Services AP

N O  C H I L D  L E F T  B E H I N D

No child 
left behind

Examining 
the federal 
education 
program

More oon MMill, ppage 22A

More oon CConfidence, ppage 22A

More oon PPandemic, ppage 22A

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ford
Motor Co. said Thursday it
would recall nearly 150,000 Ford
Escape and Mercury Mariner
sport-utility vehicles after the
government and the automaker
reached different conclusions in
safety tests measuring the dri-
ver’s head protection in a crash.

The recall affects some SUVs
from the 2005 model year with-
out side air curtains or moon-
roofs. Ford told the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration that it did not
know of any reported injuries
linked to the recalled vehicles.

In government testing,

NHTSA found that the SUVs had
a head injury score along the dri-
ver’s side roofline near the front
pillar that was marginally above
the maximum allowed under fed-
eral regulations.

Ford conducted its own test-
ing and found “a significant com-
pliance margin,’’ but decided to
conduct the recall “to avoid a
protracted dispute with the
agency,’’ according to an April 3
letter to NHTSA.

Ford said in a statement
Thursday that the recall will
make adjustments to reduce the
stiffness of the energy-absorbing

Product Recalls

Ford recalls nearly
150,000 SUVs

More oon RRecalls, ppage 22A
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