
 

 

 

 

  NEWS FROM FRIENDS OF THE MILL 
Summer 2022 

     “complicated gadgets performing simple tasks” 

(from Old Mill News) 

2022 Summer   

Hours 

Wed-Sunday 

   12:30-4:30 PM 

   May be closed 

   for extreme    

  weather 

 

 

 

Friends 

meetings 

2nd Saturday  

9 AM during 

summer.   

 

Muscatine 

County 

Extension Office.   

 

Check Web 

page or 

Facebook for 

more 

information. 

 

 

This is the first full year at the mill since COVID.  It has been busy.   

Did you have an envelope to Friends returned by the Post Office?   

Things are back to normal now.  In April we began hearing from people who had 

envelopes returned.  Very strange.  One of them was my neighbor.  He is treasurer of a 

different non-profit that also had some of their envelopes returned to senders.  The reason 

was that our annual rental payment on the PO box had not been paid, thus the box was 

closed and all envelopes returned to the senders.  Neither group received the invoice (or 

the follow-up invoice).  Our rental fee has been paid and the due date is now on our 

calendar so we will pay it even if we do not receive a bill.  Our box number is still #1205 at 

the Muscatine Post Office.  

We could not have done it without you 

Friends of the Mill has been exceptionally fortunate since its founding in1996.  Many 

people have donated their time and skills.  At last count volunteers donated over 50,000 

hours to restoring and interpreting the mill.  This year we are lucky to have some new and 

energetic volunteers.  

We started with a dead building.  The mill is now working for demonstrations.  We have an 

interpretation program that tells the mill story to thousands of children and adults each 

year.  We have a Web site and a Facebook page that tell the story to the world.   

An important part of our success is an outstanding relationship with park staff and the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources.  For example, park staff cleaned the Mill in 2021 and 

2022 because United Way did not have their usual Community Day of Caring, due to 

Covid.  Another example is that the park provided staff and equipment to remove the stop 

logs in the dam June 23rd.  More on that later.    

National mill photo contest 
 
The Society for the Preservation of Old Mills has an annual photo contest. Last year Pine 
Creek was represented by a photo taken by our member Ryan Schneider. To see this 
year's photos go to    https://www.spoom.org/ 
 

Lots of bicyclists  

On June 12th about 100 bikers from a Quad Cities bike club rode to the mill.  Hundreds 

more were expected but it was pouring rain.   

Come to a meeting 

We invite you to come to a meeting to find out what we do and to meet the volunteers and 

the Park staff.  We meet at the Muscatine County Extension Office at 9 AM.  The next 

meeting is Saturday August 13th.  The September 10th meeting will be at the mill following 

the Trail Run (about 9:30).  Check our Web site and Facebook for information. 

Tom Hanifan, President 

 

 

 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spoom.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR23DYoE3jnwk8Jbcd9zHR3PEwU2aNJZSh3FZJGsjLsStAj1Er5cMj6m9ZY&h=AT2ZQ73Syt7YcdM9n08DIpIDWCB8kl0Kn8uK4q-grIDJGZI9Yh2iXxu1ZBRXqniwZkdskjwz2DRDSXA8Wjv9RdTv3Tr5JegiuOPz3KeesziuxjzW9jpnPahR0XDg85GwdQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT33BPq7iNADGtLgp1Aqn2BF-G90ps1f2VeqAnTvWF-ilLLkYWa4iQtkSSERDEzqw7KwzUCMvJb0g_-EVJG4mpzDIvwnY_ixhWUiQUQLWefo7InU274KV0dmzn77BFiietT1ZBJBcT9K3c3CR_vU_unko6ZjhDnUaTG-FDLFGn_eUyaFgoqGbYw7PdQXEptpjpxHF4ehGwidNAsDInPMy_xvBxI


THE MILL 

 

We are lucky that so often when something needs to be done for the mill, 

someone steps up to do it.  Here are 2 examples.   

 

 

Recently a crew of mechanically inclined volunteers lubricated and otherwise got the mill running for the 

2022 season.  Most of the crew are new volunteers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 23rd Park staff and mill volunteers took on a huge project.  “Stop logs” in the dam needed to be 

replaced.  The logs allow us to hold back water and thus run the turbine.  The logs were leaking.  We 

found that they were also rotting.  It was a huge dangerous project that involved muscles, ladders, ropes 

heavy machinery and sweat.  Not to mention getting seriously wet and hot. 



FOR THE CHILDREN 
 

 

 

 

810 eager, excited, and inquisitive young faces came 

on field trips this spring.  Theyare what our school 

field trips are all about.  And we have fun teaching 

them.  They have fun learning about history thru the 

one room school, the mill, the creek, furs and the log 

cabin.  They actually get to use some of the (safe) old 

time tools used to build a log cabin.  They also take a 

hike to learn about nature.  Classes come from late 

April to late May.  Ten school groups came from 

Muscatine, Wilton, Buffalo, Highland, West Liberty, 

Louisa-Muscatine, and Blue Grass.  Field trips take 

many days of staff and volunteer dedication.  We 

thank our donors for making it possible.   
 

Many more children will be coming this summer on 

day trips hosted by the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We get many thank you notes and drawings from the children of what they did.  

In their own words: 

 

Thank you for teaching us all about Wild Cat Den.  And for also teaching us 

about one-room school house, old time tools, animal pelts, the water fall, bats, 

the bridge, and grinding grain.  Mateo. 

The grinding was the best part or at least for me.  At least for me it was best.   

Averly. 

I really enjoyed the old time tools.  Ben was really funny.  I liked the one-room 

school house.  I had a really good time.  Jackson. 

Hearing about how things were a long time ago was a lot of fun.  Liah. 

I liked … bats.  (the bats ere mentioned by several students).  Your the BEST.  Hope 

to see you soon at Wldcat Den.  Ema 

I loved the one room school house.   The rules for women are unfair thought.  Kami.  

 



MEET NEW PARK RANGER BEN MARCUS  
 
I was born and raised in Decatur County Iowa on a family farm.  I have enjoyed the 
outdoors from a young age by way of hunting, fishing, camping, and hiking.  I graduated 
from Iowa State University with a Bachelor's of Science Degree in Animal Ecology in 
2014.  From there, I worked full time with Story County Conservation as a Technician with 
the McFarland Unit, and managed over 37 various sized parks.  In 2019, I was hired on, 
with the Iowa DNR, at Big Creek State Park, in Polk City, IA, as a Park Manager.  After 
two years at Big Creek, the opportunity to transfer to Wildcat Den as the new Park 
Ranger, came available.  One major factor in moving to Muscatine, is that the majority of 
my Fiance's family is from the Quad City Area.  With the family farm being just outside of 
Blue Grass.  And as it turns out, one of her uncles was actually a seasonal back in the 
day with Ken Hyman.  Once I accepted the position at Wildcat Den, I arrived at the park 
towards the end of October 2021.  I then turned around and attended the 16 week Basic 
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy, at Camp Dodge, and returned to the park at the end of 
April.  Now that I am here, I am ready and excited to continue to manage and preserve 
everything that Wildcat Den has to offer, and with the hopes of some improvements along 
the way. 
 

 

25th ANNIVERSARY TRAIL RUN/WALK 

The Ken Hyman Memorial Wildcat Den State Park 5K Trail Run/Walk is only a 

few weeks away.  Saturday Sept 10th at 8 AM.  Come out to see the park in 

a new way. Run as fast as you can on the trails. Or just walk and have fun. 

Registration forms are at the mill, the Muscatine Y, and the Running Wild 

store in Davenport. You can register online at the Muscatine Running Club 

Web site. Or at the Cornbelt Running Club site. You can also register online at 

http://getmeregistered.com/WidcatRun. Questions? Send Tom a message at 

tonmhanifan@yahoo.com.  Check our Facebook page for updates. 

 

A SAD STORY FROM MILL HISTORY 

This is a touching story that I don’t remember hearing before.  It comes from stories recorded by mill 

neighbor Ed Kemper in 1975.  Mr. Kemper farmed across Wildcat Den Road next to the mill.  Several of 

his children were active in Friends of the Mill.      

“Having read the paper of Elbert Clemens, I decided to look further into what Clemens said. He especially 

mentioned the cholera epidemic. There are about fifteen stones left in the cemetery and I find that of those 
fifteen there were five that died in 1840.  Abe Webster died September 10, 1840 at the age of 38. George 
Whitter died October 1840 at. the age of 1 year 5 months. William Whitter died September 19, 1840 at the 
age of 4 years 2 months, The two Nye Children died Christmas day, 1840 at the age of nine months. They 
were buried in the same grave. Mary Shelley died in 1838 at the age of 22, and Nancy Shelley at the age 
of 1 year 5 months. I, in my own mind, think that these Shelleys were some relation to David Shelley, who 
was the first white child born in Muscatine County.  Mr.Clemens mentions that there were a number of 
deaths among the coal miners at that time. Those graves were not marked. I feel that a good number of the 
unidentified graves would have been dated 1840.” 

 

http://getmeregistered.com/WidcatRun?fbclid=IwAR1oM-bkm4YUArQ2Id27gK5ozDVf3s-Y27U9ROKuVWgViuPTCJxIIJ5s79E
mailto:tonmhanifan@yahoo.com


A NEW CHAPTER IN THE NYE FAMILY STORY 

Meet Benjamin Franklin Patterson (1845-1920).  He is the son of 

mill builder Benjamin Nye’s daughter Laura and husband Robert 

Patterson.  Laura’s husband was the miller following Ben Nye’s 

death.   

A few weeks ago the mill was visited by Mr. Patterson’s 

descendants from Florida and Kansas.  The mill was a recent 

revelation to the family.  Family patriarch Rich Patterson had not 

heard of the mill before doing genealogy about 2 years ago.  

 

Benjamin Franklin Nye 

was a person of 

substance in Glendale, 

CA.  His story is best told 

in his obituary.   

 

Additional research by 

the Patterson family 

discovered that Mr. Nye 

was active in the local 

water company, building 

of the Glendale Hotel, 

founding of the Bank of 

Glendale, laying out the 

city plat of Glendale, 

ranching, and farming. 



A MILL WITH 2 LIVES  
Last summer my wife and I took a trip to Decorah, IA.  It is a busy college 

town of about 8000 people with many things to see and good places to 

eat.  Their historical museum and surrounding historical village are worth 

a visit.  Surprisingly we found 3 mill sites to investigate in town.  Two are 

in the historical village and one nearby.  Two types were new to me.  

One was described in the last newsletter.   

This is not your usual waterfall.  The man in this photo is standing on the former site of a rare waterfall 

powered mill. Much of the wording comes from their interpretive signs.   

It was constructed about 1849.  Pine Creek Mill was built about the same time.  It had a copper turbine 

type wheel.  It was probably one of the first of its type in America.  In 1860 the mill was enlarged with a 

2nd wheel.    

The water was carried through a trough to the back of the building and its 2 wheels.  The volume and long 

fall of the spring produced so much power that the miller was said to have a wheel specially made.  It is 

believed to have been the smallest water wheel ever made in America (around 1860).   

In 1870 the mill was converted to sawing rock from a nearby quarry.  It produced monuments, 

headstones, mantels and tabletops of granite.  In 1881 stone cutting expanded to a gang of 30 saws that 

could cut a block 10 feet long and 5 ½ feet wide and 5 ½ feet thick.  The mill was torn down around 1899. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The generosity of donors makes it possible for us to host visitors and to provide our school program.   

Below is a list of the donors known to the editor at the time of the writing of the newsletter.  In addition to 

those listed below, many people have donated important smaller amounts. 

 

 

WHEAT LEVEL  $1000 + 

HNI Charitable Foundation 

 

CORN LEVEL   $500-$999 

Howe Foundation 

Loryann Eis 

 

 

BUCKWHEAT LEVEL   $300-$499 

Tom Monkress 

 

 

RYE LEVEL   $100-$299 

Barry Johnson 

James & Marilyn Fischer 

West Liberty Schools 

 

 

OAT LEVEL   $50-$99 

Dick & Alice Witter 

Rich Hitchcock 

Deanna Koch 

Davenport Community Schools 

Mulberry School PTO 

SSAB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of Pine Creek Grist Mill officers are: 

Tom Hanifan, President 

tomhanifan@yahoo.com 

563-554-4228 

 

Heather Shoppa, Vice President 

hshoppa@yahoo.com 

563-571-5213 

 

mailto:tomhanifan@yahoo.com
mailto:hshoppa@yahoo.com


 

2022 Membership 

Membership is only $25 per year. Your membership includes 

 One year membership in Friends 

 Pine Creek Grist Mill Newsletter 

 An opportunity to learn about and participate in a local historic treasure 

1. Name ____________________________________________________________ 

2. Address __________________________________________________________ 

3. City ___________________________  State ______________ Zip ____________ 

Phone Number (____)  __________________________________ 

E-Mail address _________________________________________ 

Send this form and check to    Friends of the Mill 

     Box 1205   Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

 

 

 

Friends of the Mill 

C/O Tom Hanifan 

1721 Timberline Dr. 

Muscatine, IA 52761 

Return service requested 

 

 Non-Profit Org. 

   U.S. Postage 

        PAID 

Muscatine,  Iowa 

   Permit No. 96 

 

                                             DONATION FORM       

Your donations keep Pine Mill open to the public 

Name ___________________________________________________ 

Organization _____________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________  State _______  Zip _________ 

Dates you wish to sponsor   _____________________ 

Person you wish to honor ____________________________________ 

Amount donated ____________________ 

 

 

 

Make your check payable 

to Friends of Pine Creek 

Grist Mill 

Mail it to 

Friends of Pine Creek Grist 

Mill 

Box 1205 

Muscatine, IA  52761 

 

Check out the mill 

on the Web and 

Facebook 


	Final draft p1
	Final draft p2
	Final draft p3
	Final draft p4
	Final draft p5
	Final draft p6
	Final draft p7
	Final draft p8



